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The EU’s around 100,000 surface The new EU rules concerning

water bodies (streams, rivers, water pollutants will:
lakes, wetlands, and reservoirs)

@

Help reduce or remove several substances damaging health
and the environment, such as PFAS, a range of pesticides, and
antibiotics from ground waters and surface waters

and around 12,000 groundwater
bodies (water below the surface of
the ground) are:

Tighten standards for already regulated polluting chemicals
Make laws easier to understand and to apply

Make sure that more up-to-date and complete information
on water status is available
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Prepare the ground for controlling new pollutants,

such as microplastics and antimicrobial genes \Af@k
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Adding new substances to the lists of pollutants
that need to be controlled:
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Key measures

=) Improving protection of human health
and ecosystems by:

b Controlling 25 new pollutants - pesticides,
pharmaceuticals and industrial chemicals including
a group of PFAS, the “forever chemicals”

P Reducing the maximum concentration values for several
pollutants in surface and groundwater in line with recent
science

P Developing a common methodology to measure and
monitor microplastics and antimicrobial resistance genes
in water

=9 Making application of rules easier by:

P Improving and simplifying data collection
on existing and emerging pollutants

) Faster updates of pollutants lists to keep pace
with scientific developments

Benefits:

b Improved human health

b Cleaner water for irrigation, fisheries
and aquaculture

> More ecosystem services thanks to
healthier wild plants and animals, pollinators
and agriculture

) Reduction of costs to water consumers
— for example drink and food industries -
as less water will have to be treated

) Make water reuse easier — for example
in agriculture, due to higher sludge quality
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